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Attention Juniors and Sophomores

The course registration form you received inadvertently left off a Social Studies 
course. We wanted to inform you of the opportunity to sign up for this Honors/
ECE Social Studies course so please see the description below:
 HUMAN RIGHTS
259
Human Rights is a powerful idea in our time, but it is also the focus of numerous 
controversies: it is not only an ideal but also political tool, which different forces 
try to bend to their own ends. This course will open with a focus on the structural 
ele¬ments of human right - basic human rights concept and institutions, as well 
as the brief history of human rights. We will then turn to a number of contempo-
rary debates in the field, such as Genocide, Crimes Against Humanity, Rights 
of Refugees, Economic and Labor rights, Woman’s Rights, and Minority Rights. 
Throughout the course, we will address the challenge of contemporary human 
rights advocacy. By the end of the semester, students will have developed a 
thorough understanding of the institutions and processes related to human rights 
through legal, anthropological, economic and other lenses.
Pre: None
Credit: I E/HON/ECE Gr: 11, 12
 Please note that this course is an ECE course. If you have any questions please 
see your counselor.

 (cover photo)
This “Awesome Storm” cover shot, was taken by Nancy Dziki, the mother 
of WA’s Alumni, Jerica and Austin Dziki. Hailing from Brooklyn, Jerica is 
now the owner of Et Cetera Event Company, located in Burlington Ver-
mont. She shared this photo with us to highlight the beauty this last snow-
storm brought to Northeastern Connecticut. Dumping, on average, 8-12 
inches of snow, this “Awesome Storm” brought our students a glorious 
“first snow day” of the 15-16 school year. 

Buy your Yearbook 
Only $80.00 and can be 
personalized if ordered by 
Feb. 22, 2016. Link to or-
der is on the Woodstock 
Academy website under the 
Students tab. Or, use the QR 
code below to go right to 
Jostens website!

Elective Spotlight
Dustin Fox
Last year, Woodstock Academy started offering the class guitar making. In the 
class, you build a working electric guitar. The process takes the entire semester. 
You will learn how to solder, how to use a cnc machine, and some wood work-
ing skills. You dont need to know how to play the guitar to take this class. When 
I was in the course, there were a few students who played guitar so they helped 
us tune them. Some students who finished early built a guitar stand. 
Interview with Mr. Landin
Does the course cost money?
-No. Its free for everyone
Are there any pre-requisites?
-No but wood tech 1 is strongly encouraged 
What inspired you to start this class?
-I was looking for a class that would attract a lot of new students 
Whats the average class size?
-12
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Throwback Series Part 8
By Robert Johnson

So far, only one teacher has ever asked me when I was going to write an article about him; and that was Mr. Bottone. He 
has been my gym teacher twice, and is one of the funniest teachers I’ve had.
 I did notice, in looking through the pictures, that he appears to never age. Here’s the proof- you be the judge:

Alumni Visitor
On Thursday, January 7th, Erica Martin, class of 2013, 
spoke in Spanish to Señora Thibodeau’s Spanish 4 Hon-
ors/ECE classes about her study abroad experience in 
Santiago, Chile during Fall Semester 2015 through Amer-
ican University. Erica lived with a host family, attended 
a college in Santiago, and traveled throughout South 
America to places like Easter Island, Macchu Picchu, and 
Torres de Paine. The Spanish 4 students really enjoyed her 
visit, and some have mentioned that they look forward 
to studying abroad in the future to a Spanish-speaking 
country.

AMP Snowboard Winner
     Congratulations to Sophomore Nick Fernandez for 
winning the Snowbard photo challenge. Pepsi, one of the 
school’s beverage vendors donated two boards as prizes for 
the ever popular WAPhotoChallenge. Nick’s submission was 
a fabulous shot of him ‘shreddin the gnar’. We can’t wait to 
see the photo he shares using his new board. 
     Stay tuned for upcoming #WAPhotoChallenges, where 
you too, could win some fabulous prizes. 

Food Committee 
at Woodstock 
Academy

Flik is looking for some students, 
faculty and staff to join the food 
committee. Do you have ideas 
about the food we serve in the 
café? Would you like to see a favorite dish from home or 
your favorite dish in general? You can have a voice in the 
food service here on campus, join the Food Committee. If 
you are interested email Chef / Manager Jackie Desabre 
at Jdesabre@woodstockAcademy.org . Once we have 
some interested people, we will arrange a meeting. 
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How to Start Your Own 
Micronation 
By Liam j Walsh 

       Did you know that there is a micronation in the United 
States of America? It is called the  Republic of Molossia in 
the state of Nevada.The term micronation means small or 
new country. The Republic of Molossia was started by Kevin 
Baugh in 1977. The Republic has a constitution and a flag. 
Molossian President Baugh says that Molossia is a sover-
eign nation but the U.S. does not recognize it. Check out 
their website: www.molossia.org.
     If you want to start your own micronation here  are six 
things that you need to establish:
1. Territorial control 
2. Create a kind of Government   
3. A flag
4. A name for your micronation 
5. declaration of independence and a constitution   
6. Follow the conventions of mirconations 

     There are many micronations around the world. Some of 
them are old but others are in their infancy.  Some microna-
tions are monarchies but others are republics,  empires or 
mircostates.
       I have decided to start my own mirconation which will 
be called the Lincoln Republic. 
    If you want to start your own micronation, here are help-
ful videos:  

Sign Language Club
WA is starting a sign language club for all interested stu-
dents. Please contact Mrs. Amanda Rice at arice@wood-
stockacademy.org if you would like to join. 
The group will meet weekly in B125 2:20-3:00.

Sign Language Fun Facts
1. American Sign Language (ASL) is the third most widely 
    used language in the U.S., after English and Spanish.
2. A form of ASL has been used in the U.S. for over two 
    hundred years.
3.  Many people with hearing impairments communicate 
     by using ASL, which combines hand signs, gestures, 
     and facial expressions to create words and sentences. 
     As many as 500,000 people in the U.S. communicate 
     using ASL.
4.  Different countries have different sign languages. ASL  
     also has regional and dialectal differences depending   
     on age, gender, culture, and more. There are thou
     sands of different sign languages, approximately 
     6,000.
5.  Modern-day ASL didn’t come from England. It came 
     from France, which is why French Sign Language is 
     similar to American Sign Language. England has its 
     own version of signed language which is very different 
     from ASL, known as Modern British Sign Language. 
6.  Sign languages have their own grammar and syntax.
7.  People acquire sign language in the same way they 
     acquire spoken languages.
8.  One sign in sign language can have multiple mean
     ings.
9.  Thomas Edison was a hearing impaired inventor who 
     filed thousands of patents for his inventions.
10. Beethoven was a famous German composer and 
     pianist who was also hearing impaired.
11.  Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the telephone, 
     helped advance communication for the hearing im
     paired.
12.  ASL is considered a foreign language.
(facts obtained from: http://www.ics.uci.edu/~mvyawaha/
funfacts.html )

Autism Week
March 28-April 1 has been designated as Autism Week at Woodstock Academy, and the All Abilities Alliance is taking 
a different perspective on promoting the week than they have in the past. Instead of promoting “awareness”, they will be 
promoting “acceptance”. After all, everyone is aware of Autism, but not everyone is accepting of Autism. The group will 
be organizing events during the week, including inviting guest speakers, hosting trivia games and informing the commu-
nity about Autism. If you are interested in joining the Alliance to help plan this week and other events, please join us on 
Friday mornings starting at 7:10am in B115. 
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Zika Virus
Avery Benton

    The Zika virus is transmitted through mosquito bites. 
The zika virus is based in the south west and tropical 
islands where the weather is often humid and warm. The 
immediate symptoms of the Zika virus are, a rash, fever, 
joint pain, and red or irritated eyes. The first sighting of 
this virus was based in Brazil in May of 2015. 
     The length of time the virus is in the body is about 
one week. It is also very rare for people to be sent to the 
hospital with severe symptoms or die of the Zika virus. 
The long term symptoms for the Zika virus are mainly for 
women who are pregnant, their unborn children can con-
tract the virus and be born with abnormally small heads 
and under developed brains. This results in permeant 
learning disabilities due to a under developed brain.   
     When infected with the virus one out of every five peo-
ple who get infected actually get any symptoms at all, 
and when symptoms occur they are generally mild. Ways 
to avoid contracting the virus consists of wearing long 
pants and or shirts, stay in places with air conditioning or 
buildings with screens on windows to allow low tempera-
ture but avoiding contact with mosquitos who could carry 
the virus. 

2016 Movie Preview
By Robert Johnson

From what it looks like so far, 2016 will have some good 
movies. Here are some of the highlights. 
     There are going to be a lot of good superhero movies that 
come out including Captain America: Civil War In May. It 
is about an accident that leads to the development of rival 
“gangs” of superheroes. One is led by Captain America, and 
the other is led by Iron Man. 
     For all the Star Wars fans, Rogue One: A Star Wars Story 
comes out in December, and involves rebels stealing the 
Death Star plans. It is not Episode 8 though. 
     If you’re a fan of horror movies, Amityville: The Awakening 
comes out in April. It is about a mother and her three children 
who move into the infamous Amityville horror house. The 
legend behind the house is that, in 1974, Ronald DeFeo, Jr. 
shot and killed six members of his family. The house has since 
been plagued by paranormal activity. 
     On a lighter note, what makes a love story better? Zom-
bies, of course. If this appeals to you, you may like Pride 
and Prejudice and Zombies. It is based on the book by Jane 
Austen (her version had no zombies). 
     If you were a fan of Finding Nemo, this year will have the 
follow-up titled Finding Dory about a new adventure. And if 
you liked the original Ghostbusters, this year sees the release 
of an all-female version. 
    The list goes on and on… happy movie-going!

The All Abilities Alliance and Unified Sports teams are planning their kick off for Woodstock Academy’s FIRST 
annual R-Word Campaign. The R-word campaign will involve the entire community of WA as we “Spread the Word to End the Word.” 
Our goal is to promote #Respect. We are reaching out to YOU – the Woodstock Academy Community – to help design the image 
that will be used throughout the campaign, and on our WA R-Word t-shirts.  Submissions for our R-Word campaign logo should be 
created digitally  and submitted to Mrs. Despres (vdespres@woodstockacademy.org) by February 14.  This can be an individual or 
team design. The designs must be one color designs that can be printed on a single color t-shirt. It must be an original design. We will 
not use something that has licensing or copyright.  Here are some inspirational resources. 
                                                                     http://www.r-word.org/     https://youtu.be/FZ5oIdSduh4

10 Things I’ve Learned from/about 
Depression
Anonymous

Before I was depressed, I just figured that depression meant 
you were super sad. People talk so lightly of it. If you are in 
a bad mood they say, "I feel depressed." I knew it was hard 
to snap out of, but I didn't know why. I had no clue that 
"mental illness" can actually feel like an illness and a nev-
er-ending cycle of doom. I want to include both bad AND 
good things I’ve learned throughout this experience,
                                                           continued on page 6
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(continued from page 5) 
from symptoms, to struggles, thoughts, and stepping-stones to 
betterment. I think it is important to show both sides. It is impor-
tant to reflect on how damaging it can be on your life, but it 
is more important to show the side of hope. There is always 
hope, but sometimes it takes time before you are able to find it. 

So here is what I discovered:
• Zero energy. Zero. I would cry if my mom told me 
to get the pets water or to empty the dishwasher. To me, it 
seemed impossible and I could not believe she would ask me 
to do that. I was a walking zombie and constantly felt like I 
was dragging weights. I spent a lot of time in bed, but I rarely 
slept. I would be exhausted, but I couldn't sleep. My mind 
would be racing with thoughts that I could not calm down.
• You get upset when people say “you can do it.” I loved 
(or appreciated) those who 
recognized it was a mental 
illness and told me I was doing 
the best I can. Whenever I 
would say, "I can't" I truly felt 
like I could not. I truly believed 
it. It is difficult for people to 
understand. They may think you 
aren’t trying. 
• Your brain turns to mush. I was forgetting simple things. 
I missed a doctor's appointment (twice actually.) I would get in 
trouble a lot at home for careless things. Leaving towels on the 
ground, dishes in my bedroom. If I spilt something I wouldn't 
clean it up. It wasn't purposely. I just couldn't focus. I would 
have to be asked simple questions more than once as well.
• Sad songs become your best friend. I still have a playl-
ist on my phone of the songs I would listen to when I was at my 
lowest place, or when I could not sleep. In a way you would 
think they would make it worse, but they helped me. It helped 
to feel my emotions through music. Beautiful, but awfully sad 
music. 
• You become a different person. (Or see the bad in 
yourself). I was skipping classes from awful mental blocks 
where I physically couldn't bring myself to move. I was saying 
hurtful things to my mother, speeding while driving, snapping 
at people that didn't deserve it, missing clubs I was dedicated 
to, doing things I wouldn’t typically do.
• SUPPORT HELPS. With depression, it can be difficult 
to listen to anyone but yourself. With having people by your 
side, (even if it seems to not make you feel any better) it helps 
to show you that others want you to succeed, because you 
deserve to. With people loving you uncondi-                               
tionally when you are far from loving yourself, it becomes eas-
ier to convince yourself that the "you" is still in there some
                                                           continued on page 7

“Whenever you find yourself 
doubting hoW far you can go, 
just remember hoW far you have 
come. remember everything you 
have faced, all the battles you 
have Won, and all the fears you 
have overcome.” -unknoWn

The History of the Chinese 
New Year
Introduction (Ivan Yin)
     Do you want to get some money? A big red 
packet filled with money is usually given to teens and 
children during the Chinese New Year. On average, 
a child can get five to ten packets and they can save 
or use this money to buy anything they want. The 
more red packets they have, the more luck they get. 
Chinese New Year, also known as Spring Festival, 
celebrates the lunar calendar’s New Year.

Importance of Chinese New Year (James Wang) 
     Spring Festival is the most important holiday for  
Chinese people. In China, people will celebrate the 
Spring Festival every year at beginning of the year. 
In the past, people always worked out of the town, 
so they didn’t have chance to stay with their family. 
However, all the people would come back to their 
hometown and eat a big meal together with their 
family during the Spring Festival. Because the Spring 
Festival represents unity, Kinship and feeling of those 
who missed their family, it is a good opportunity for 
Chinese people to have chance come back to their 
family and stay with them. It is also shows that peo-
ple have good wishes in the New Year.

History of Chinese New Year (Diana Yan)
     The beginning of the lunar year is 
called the Spring Festival in China, 
and is the most traditional festival 
of the Chinese people. It is also a 
symbol of unity, prosperity, and a 
new hope for the future of the festi-

val. According to records, the Chinese people have 
celebrated the Spring Festival for more than 4000 
years. There are a lot of beliefs about the origin of 
the Spring Festival by Yu Shun. The day in 2000 
years BC, Shun the son of heaven, led his people, 
to worship heaven and earth. From then on, people 
took this day as the

Traditions ( Ruby Li)
     Chinese characters that are lucky for the com-
ing year are generally written on two pieces of red 
paper and and stuck by the sides of the home doors. 
Character “fu” means happiness. It is written on red 
diamond-shaped posters. People stick them upside 
down on the doors because Chinese character 
“Dao”(upside down) means arrive. So by pasting fu 
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(continued from page 6)
where; you just have to hang around to find it. I was already 
depressed WITH people behind me. I can't imagine being 
alone and going through what I did. Surrounding myself with 
the friends that frequently checked up on me, and asked if 
they could help, made me feel that I was still connected. The 
people you choose to surround yourself with can be a fragile 
thing when you are at your lowest place. I was lucky enough 
to have good people behind me through the ups & downs.
• The smallest things make you a little happier. A com-
pliment, a hello, an acknowledgement, a song you love, 
movie, a hug, an award...Just some examples of little things to 
give you some hope in the good in the world.
• Advocating for yourself is CRUCIAL. This was the most 
important part for me because my social anxiety makes this 
insanely difficult. I have always convinced myself that I was 
okay. It got out of hand, and I realized I never really was 
okay. Speaking up and asking for help was my first step to get 
people to listen and realize I was struggling. It started with 
stumbling over words, and then I learned to share my feelings 
with writing. However you do it, it's important to be heard. 
The LAST thing I wanted to do was speak of the things going 
on in my head because I was ashamed of them. As hard as it 
was for me to get my words out, I am SO happy I kept trying 
with all the difficulty, because I needed to start somewhere. 
Explaining your struggles verbally can be a struggle itself. 
Find ways that work for you. For me, I can explain exactly 
how I feel with words on a piece of paper. Some people ex-
press emotion through artwork, songs, etc.
• "It will get better." "Ok. You said that 5 months ago." 
The key with this is that the struggle can be long lasting. I 
didn't think it would ever end for me. I was ready to give up 
because it felt like I was holding on for dear life as I was 
slipping. All I had to do was hang in there. I suffered through 
many months but now I'm speaking in past tense because I 
am now able to realize that good things will happen. Even-
tually. You will grit your teeth at anyone that says, "It will get 
better." You will say "WHEN?" But you will later realize they 
were right. The amount of time (long or short) you suffered 
will be your proudest accomplishment. That you hung in there. 
Suffering can be the bravest thing. You are still fighting. You 
can be fighting while you're falling.
• Treatment.  I couldn’t rely on only medication to cure 
me. Being vocal, by getting help from therapy and/or my 
school Social Worker was helpful in redirecting my thoughts, 
help during school, and preventing harm.
These are some examples of the many things I’ve learned
from Depression. My life is a roller coaster. It is one bumpy 
ride. I have been stuck on top of the roller coaster for a while 
lately and I’m able to see a bigger and better perspective.

upside down symbolizes the arrival of happiness.

New Year visits 
    It is really important to say, “ Happy New Year!” to 
relatives and friends. This activity is done until the 15th 
day. People give each other best wishes and gifts like 
Christmas in America. Young generations need to bow 
to the elders for health, good future and they will get a 
lucky money in return.

Lucky money
     Lucky money called “ Yasuqian” or “ Lishi” in China, 
is a big part of young people’s celebration of the Chi-
nese New Year. Adults will put money in red envelopes 
and give them to children when children visit them.  It is 
traditional to say, “Happy New Year!”  
Set off firecrackers
     People will set off fireworks during Spring Festival 
and on  the eve of Spring Festival. In the belief, setting 
off firecrackers helps scare off a monster called “Nian” 
(year),  and brings good fortune  at the beginning of the 
year. Setting off firecrackers is used to make people feel 
more excited and feel that day is the most important 
festival in China.

Traditional Food (Nick Liu)
     Spring festival also is famous 
for special food:
Dumplings
     Dumplings are always a 
popular food in Northern   China 
and they are eaten  during Spring 
Festival.  Different methods of 
cooking, such as boiling, frying and steaming can cre-
ate dumplings with different tastes. 
Spring pancake
     It is a tradition to eat thin pancakes on the day of 
the solar term Beginning of Spring. Having a bite of the 
pancake with fresh vegetables rolled in it, means to take 
in the vigor and energy of spring.
Sweet dumplings
Sweet dumplings are often made of white sugar, rose, 
sesame, sweetened bean paste, nuts and date paste. 
Because of their round shape, sweet dumplings are al-
ways considered a symbol of a good reunion in Chinese 
culture.
Rice and millet
     In North China, people often eat rice and millet that 
are cooked together during Spring Festival. Yellow millet 
and white rice also symbolize gold and silver, wealth 
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and fortune in life.
Rice cake
     A rice cake symbolized gold and silver. Its pronun-
ciation is similar to “live long” in Chinese, which gives 
“rice cake”.                                     
Chinese New Year in the United States  (Christy Long)
     Many people in the world, such as the United States, 
celebrate the Chinese Festival, and it is known as the 
Spring Festival or the Lunar New year. In the United 
States, some of the communities such as Chinese com-
munities and many individuals take part in Chinese New 
year celebrations. Over the years, Chinese New Year 
has been celebrated in  Chinatown in the United States, 
and there are lots of activities and events such as; fire-
work displays, and Chinatown street fairs
     During the Chinese New Year, there are lots of 
flower symbols, because flowers are an important New 
Year decoration. Moreover, the magazines or newspa-
pers might have lots of different restaurants in a city or 
town in Chinese New Year. Many customers such as 
Chinese- American families can spend their time to-
gether and exchange gifts, such as  red envelopes with 
money. They are usually given to children so they can 
learn more about culture in China. 

Conclusion (Michael Zhang)
     Spring festival is the most important holiday in 
China. The importance  of the Chinese New Year 
increasing in the United States.  A lot of places and 
people use the traditional ways to celebrate the New 
Year.  Fireworks, food and lucky money are traditional. 
Spring Festival is a symbol that families get together, 
and everyone gives have good wishes for the New 
Year. We hope every student at Woodstock celebrates 
“NIan” with us.

Summer Journalism Camps
This year marks the sixth annual high school journal-
ism camps: 
• Sunday, June 26 – Friday, July 1 at Yale 
University in New Haven;
• Monday, July 18 – Friday, July 22 at 
UCONN in Storrs.
These camps provide students with an opportunity 
to develop investigative reporting skills.  The pro-
gram features workshops with local and national 
award-winning journalists, the chance to develop 
stories for publication, and visit to a local news-
room.
 
With support from the Dow Jones News Fund, these 
camps are presented by Connecticut Health I-Team 
(www.c-hit.org) – an in-depth news health and 
safety website that receives 15,000 hits monthly.  
C-HIT’s news stories are published online and in 
print by their 17 media partners, reaching an audi-
ence of 1.2 million readers.
 
An application and additional details for the jour-
nalism camps can be found at www.c-hit.org.   

TW
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Spotlight of the Month is a special shout-out that AIM is 
bringing to Woodstock Academy in order to recognize out-
standing employees and students around the school for their 
effort, kindness, and hard work. We want this to highlight 
people who go above and beyond to make our community a 
better place. 
This month, the votes are in for.... 
 

Mike Mercier to be our February "Spotlight of the 
Month”! 

Here is what some students had to say:

I see Mr. Mercier almost every day at school and I can 
honestly say that there are not many staff members with such 
a strong, supportive, and uplifting attitude day after day. He 
is always there to lend a hand to every student he knows and 
even the ones he doesn't. You can tell his heart is in his job 
and I feel lucky to be in a school with a campus supervisor 
like him. -Miranda 
Bonnette

Mr. Mercier is one 
of those faces you’ll 
never forget. Each 
day he goes out of his 
way to make others 
smile, and takes the 
time to build a bond 
with the students. He 
is sure to be one to 
brighten anyone’s 
day. Mr. Mercier is 
there to listen and 
give advice when 
needed, and urges 
students to think 
positive and succeed. He has created memories with me that 
I will remember and cherish. - Skye Gomes

Mr. Mercier is the most upbeat, positive person I know. He 
is kind to everyone who crosses his path. If you are having 
a bad day, he cheers you up 
to make sure the rest of your 
day is better. Mr. Mercier 
always sees the positive side 
of every situation, which is 
very inspirational.  -Cassidy 
Bonin

Mr. Mercier helped me when 
I was on crutches. Once, I 
got stuck in a hallway during 
passing time, and he helped 
me get to class safely without 
getting trampled or pushed 
over. That seemingly small act made me very happy; I felt 
good knowing I wouldn't get injured more just changing 
classes. - Audrey Chase
Here is what some staff had to say:

Mike is our “Mr. Nice Guy.”  He is always very positive 
and professional with everyone he encounters.  His up-
beat demeanor is infectious and his rapport with students 
is invaluable.

Genuine - if I had to pick one word that would be it. His 
authenticity as a human being shines through in every 
gesture he makes.    

Michael is amazing! If I see a student who is alone and 
doesn’t want to talk with a female, I call on Michael 
and he will search the student out and bond with him for 
the rest of that student’s years at the Academy. And of 
course, he is one of the last true gentlemen left.

Mike goes out of 
his way to sit and 
get to know the 
kids who are not 
popular or sit by 
themselves.  He 
will sit and eat with 
them and he cares 
about them.    

Mike Mercier is truly one on the nicest people I have ever 
met. He always has time for anyone that needs a hand or 
                                                         continued on page 10
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(continued from page 10)
is just having a bad day. Mike seems to have an ability to 
connect with people and help them through hard times. 
My friend Mike, has a heart of gold, first glance will show 
a man's man. He spent a long career in corrections that 
required a tough exterior. Underneath is one of the kindest 
and most compassionate gentlemen you'll ever meet. If it 
were up to Michael, not one kid would ever feel alone, and 
it seems his personal mission to make that so. 

Mike is one of the most 
genuine people I know; 
he takes the time to talk 
to everyone (students, 
staff, and visitors), and he 
truly cares when he asks 
how their day is going.  
He is often the first one 
there when someone is 
having a conflict, prob-
lem, or bad day.  He is 
kind and caring, and does 
whatever he can to safe-
guard the wellbeing of 
those around him.  When-
ever he is not here, stu-

dents want to know when he will be back.  I can’t think of a 
more deserving person for the “Spotlight of the Month.”  We 
are all lucky to have Mike as part of our WA Community.  

Mr. Mercier goes out of his way to be kind to people – all 
people. He holds doors and makes witty comments to try 
to brighten days; he sets an example of how to be a great 
person. I will gladly watch your lunch for you any day, Mr. 
Mercier!

Keep up the good work Mr. Mercier – you 
are very appreciated!

Do you have an idea for who to recognize in March?
If you would like to nominate a teacher, faculty member, 
staff person, or student, please email us at aim@woodstock-
academy.org with the name, a brief description of why, and 
if you wish to remain anonymous.  

Check out @WASupportStaff for updates!

Mark Your Calendar

No School - Winter Break   2/15 & 2/16

Advisory Schedule   2/18   Modified Day 1

March SAT Registration deadline 2/19

February SAT test (Jan makeup) 2/20 7am

Music Trip to Disney 2/24-2/29

International Week 2/29- 3/4

Read Across America Day 3/2

Spring Sports Pre-Season Night 3/3 6pm

Talent Show  3/4  6:30pm

Maker Expo  3/18  9am-2pm  Field House

Interested in the True Colors Conference on 
Friday March 18? Find Mr Chuoke in B116 
(during A or B) to find out more information!

Ping Pong Tournament 2/20 Field House. 
See Mrs. Rathbone in the Athletic Office to 
sign up.

Chinese Honor Society hosts a Chinese 
New Year Celebration in Bracken Library on 
2/6 and 2/13 from 10-noon. Families with 
elementary and middle school aged chil-
dren are invited to attend.


